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Americas Renewed Resource

Huntand the Rising
Costof Power Politics

By AV

The United States has always understood the
strategicvalueofresources. Oil, minerals, shipping
routesandenergy corridorshaveshaped American
foreign policy for more than a century. What has
changedinrecentyearsisnottheobjective,butthe
method.

Washington'slatestpursuitofstrategicresources,
spanning South America, the Caribbean, North
Americaand the Arctic, has taken on a sharper,
more confrontational edge, blending economic
pressure, trade coercion and, increasingly, direct
intervention.

Atthecentreofthisrenewed pusharefourterri-
toriesofimmensestrategicvalue: Venezuela, Cuba,
Mexicoand Greenland. Eachoffersadifferentprize;
oil, criticalminerals,geographicleverage,andtogeth-
ertheyformaresourcearcthatthe current Trump
administration appears determined to dominate.

Whatalarmsallies and adversaries alike is not
America’sinterestintheseresources,buttheman-
ner in which thatinterest is now being asserted.
Fromforcefulinterventionin Venezuela, toopenly
threateningother South American countries,and
now, thepursuitof Greenland, the U.S.seemstobe
onaresourceroll.

Venezuela: oil wealthand
geopolitical defiance

Venezuelaremains one of the world’s most re-
source-richnations.Itpossessesthelargestprovenoil
reservesontheplanet,alongsidesubstantialnatural
gasdepositsandsignificantgoldand mineral wealth.
Despiteyearsofeconomiccollapseandsanctions, the
country’senergy potentialhasneverdisappeared.
Ithasonlybeen constrained. Overthepastdecade,
CaracasleanedheavilyonRussiaand Chinatokeep
itseconomyafloat. Chinaemergedasamajorbuyer
of Venezuelan crude oil, often through complex

barterarrangementsand debt repayments.

Russia,meanwhile,investedinoilinfrastructure
and expanded military cooperation, embedding
itselfdeeplyin Venezuela’sstrategic calculus. These
relationships did more than keep Venezuelan oil
flowing;theychallenged Washington'slong-standing
influencein the Western Hemisphere.

Forthe Trumpadministration, Venezuelacame
torepresentbotharesourceprizeandageopolitical
affront,astatesittingonvastenergyreserveswhile
openlyaligningwith Americasprincipalrivals. The
U.S.responsehasbeenincreasinglydirect. Sanctions
escalated, diplomaticisolation intensified, and in
early 2026, Washington crossed a threshold that
manyallieshadfeared: directmilitaryintervention
thatremoved PresidentNicolasMadurofrompower.

The administration framed the move asanec-
essary step to restore stability and secure energy
flows. After Trump openly claimed control over
itsresources, and proclaiming himselfto be act-
ingPresidentof Venezuela, peoplesawitasablunt
demonstrationofresource-driveninterventionism
andareminderthatsovereignty canbecomenego-
tiable when strategicassetsareinvolved.

Cuba: mineralsbeneath the surface

Post his Venezuelan tryst, Trump has claimed
that Cubaand Mexicomaybefacingthesamekind
of“intervention” verysoon,whichnaturallymakes
onetakeadeepernoteofresourcesavailableinthese
countries. So, Cuba, which rarely features in dis-
cussionsofglobalresource competition, yet,isthe
island which holds substantial deposits of nickel
and cobalt metals essential to modern industry
and electric vehicle batteries, comes under global
attention.

Foryears, Cubannickel productionhaslimped
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alongundertheweightofunderinvestment,sanctions
andageinginfrastructure. Still,asdemandforbattery
materialsaccelerates,evenmodest producers gain
strategicrelevance. Control over supply chainsfor
cobaltandnickelisnolongeratechnical concern;
itisageopolitical one.

Washington’sposturetoward Havanahashard-
enedalongsidethisrealization. Whileofficialrhet-
oriccontinuestoemphasisdemocracyandhuman
rights,economicpressureon Cubahasintensified
at precisely the moment when its mineral sector
couldattractalternativeforeign partners. Tomany
observers, the messageisimplicit: resourcealign-
ment comes with political conditions.

Mexico: proximityand pressure

Mexicooccupiesauniquepositionin America’s
resourcestrategy. Unlike Venezuelaor Cuba,itisnot
adistanttheatrebutadeeplyintegrated neighbor.
Mexico remains a significant oil produceranda
majorsourceofsilverandindustrialminerals,even
asitsenergysectorstruggleswithdecliningoutput
andfinancial strain.

ForWashington, Mexicosresourcesmatternot
onlybecause of whatlies beneath the ground, but
becauseofgeography. Energysecurity,manufacturing
supply chainsand migration dynamicsare tightly
intertwined. Anydisruptionin Mexicoreverberates
almostimmediatelyacross the U.S. economy. The
Trumpadministrationhasincreasinglyblurredthe

linebetween partnershipand pressure.

Tradethreats, tariffwarningsand publiccriticism
ofMexicanenergypolicyhavebecomeroutine. While
framed as efforts to “level the playing field,” these
tacticshavestrainedarelationship thatdependson
trustas much as proximity. Mexican officialshave
responded cautiously,aware thatresource cooper-
ationunder duressisrarely sustainable.

Greenland: The Arcticprize

If Venezuelarepresentsold energy, Greenland
represents the future. Beneath itsice and rocky
terrainlierareearth elements, uraniumand other
criticalmineralsindispensabletorenewableenergy
technologies, defensesystemsandadvancedelec-
tronics. Asclimatechangeaccelerates Arcticmelt,
Greenland’s strategic value has surged.

The Trumpadministrationsrepeatedinterestin
Greenland, including suggestions thatthe United
Statesshouldacquire or exertcontrol over the ter-
ritory, stunned European allies. Denmark, which
governs Greenland, rejected the notion outright.
Greenlandicleaders,meanwhile,stressed theirright
toself-determinationand warnedagainstbecoming
pawnsin great-power competition.

What unsettled the observers wasnotjust the
proposalitself,butthepressurethatfollowed. Trade
threatsagainst European partners, tariffrhetoric,
andbluntdiplomaticmessagingmadeitabundantly
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clear that economic coercion was being used to
force strategic concessions. In the Arctic, where
cooperation haslong been the norm, this marked
asharpdeparture.

Tariffsasleverage, notpolicy

Adefiningfeatureofthe current U.S.approach
isthe use of tariffsasa geopolitical weapon. Trade
measuresoncereserved foreconomicdisputesare
now deployed to influence diplomatic positions
and resource access. European allies have found
themselvesthreatened with punitive tariffs for re-
sisting Americanpressure, particularlyin matters
relatingto Greenland.

Thisstrategy,oftendescribed privatelybydiplo-
matsas “tariftbullying” hasproduced mixedresults
atbest. While short-term concessions are some-
timesextracted, thelong-term damagetoalliances
is significant. Trade coercion breeds resentment,
notloyalty,andunderminestheverypartnerships
requiredtobuildresilient,diversified supplychains.

AttheDavosWorld EconomicForuminJanuary
2026,the administration briefly softened its tone,
announcingaframeworkthatdelayedcertaintariffs.
Yettheunderlyingmessageremained unchanged:
cooperation is conditional, and resistance carries
aprice.

Globalreactions: unease and pushback

Internationalresponseshavebeenswiftandre-

vealing. European leaders, particularly in France
and Germany, havewarned thatunilateralresource
politicsriskrevivingcolonial-erapowerdynamics.
Denmarkhasreinforceditspresencein Greenland,
signallingthatsovereigntyisnotupfornegotiation.

China condemned U.S. actionsin Venezuela
andreiterated callsforrespectforinternationallaw,

whilequietlyadjustingitsenergysourcingstrategies.
Russia, though constrainedinitsabilitytorespond
directly, viewed the developments as a troubling
precedent; one that exposes the vulnerability of
statesaligned against Washington.

Elsewhere, reactionshaveranged fromcautious
supporttooutrightalarm. Latin Americangovern-
mentsworryabouttheprecedentsetbyintervention.
Human rights groups warn that resource-driven
policiesoftensidelinecivilianwelfare. Environmental
advocatesstressthatrapidextraction, particularly
infragile Arcticecosystems, could haveirreversible
consequences.

The costbeyond geopolitics

Lostinmanystrategicdiscussionsisthehuman
andenvironmentaltollofaggressiveresourcecom-
petition. In Greenland, indigenous communities
haveraised concernsaboutminingprojectsimposed
withoutmeaningful consultation.In Venezuelaand
Cuba, decades of extractive politics have already
leftdeepsocialandecological scars. Whenresource
accessbecomesazero-sumcontest,localpopulations
areoftenreducedtoafterthoughts. Stability suffers,
governance erodes, and long-term development
gives way to short-term extraction.

A needforrestraint

Americasinterestinsecuringenergyandcritical
mineralsisneithernewnorillegitimate. Whatisnew
isthewillingnesstopursuethesegoalsthrough co-
ercion,economicandmilitary,andblatantbullying
withabsolutedisregardfordiplomaticfallout. Tarifts
wielded asthreats, allies pressured asadversaries,
andresource-richregionstreatedasstrategic prizes
rather than partnersall carry consequences. They
weakentrust, inviteretaliation,and riskturningre-
sourcecompetitionintoacycleofinstability. Amore
durableapproach exists: multilateralagreements,
transparent investment, respect for sovereignty
and shared governance of critical supply chains.
These tools may be slower, but they are far more
effective in thelong run, as proven by time. The
disruption and unrest now visible across multiple
regionsshouldserveasawarning. Resourcesecurity
achievedthroughforceandintimidationisfragile
by nature. Ifleft unchecked, it threatens not only
globalstabilitybutthe cooperativeorderrequired
forasustainablefuture.Inaworldalreadystrainedby
climatechangeandeconomicuncertainty,restraint
isnotweakness. Itis necessity!
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enlandandthe
uggleforthe Arctic

ByVij ayalakshmi Veeraiyan, Finland

Greenland whichis the world’slargestisland,
sparsely populated with roughly 57,000 residents
yetgeopoliticallyvitalhasbecomethe center ofan
escalating international confrontation. Though
it'san autonomous territory within the Kingdom
of Denmark, it sits at the strategic crossroads of
the Arcticand North Atlantic. Its geographic po-
sitionwhich controlsaccessthroughthe GIUK gap
(Greenland, Iceland, UK) has made ita military
priority for centuries, particularly for the United
Statesand NATO allies.

Historical Roots of U.S. Interest

Americaninterestinacquiring Greenland is
notanew story. Earlier in the 19th century, U.S.
Secretary of State William Seward, fresh from the
purchase of Alaska (1867), also explored options
for Greenland buttheyweren't successful.

In1946,U.S. PresidentHarryS. Trumanoffered
Denmark $100 million to purchase theisland, an
offerCopenhagen rejectedwhileallowingexpanded
U.S.militaryaccessduringtheearly Cold War. This
markedthebeginningofformalized Americanin-
terest thatframedaroundsecurity, Arcticdefense,
andaccesstostrategicairspace.

Throughout the 20th century, Greenland re-
mained under Danish controlbutstrategicto U.S.
ColdWardefenseplanning. U.S.airand missile
warning bases were established to monitor
Sovietactivity,mostnotablyatPituffikSpace
Base (formerly Thule Air Base).

Renewed U.S. Effortsand Trump’s
Push (2025&2026) ok

Miigeu 2026

Interestin Greenland re-entered the spotlight
duringDonald Trumpsfirstpresidency(2017&2021).
In2019, Trumppubliclyfloatedtheideaofpurchasing
Greenlandwhichmarksasanofferbuttheproposal
wasfirmlyrejectedby Denmarkand metwithdoubt
and criticism from countries around the world.

After returningto officein 2025, Trump made
theacquisitionof Greenlandacentralforeignpolicy
objective, arguing that Greenland was essential
for U.S. national security. He claimed Denmark
could notadequately defend the Arctic territory
againstgrowingRussianand Chineseactivitiesbut
hisclaimwasstrongly disputed by Europeanallies.

In early January 2026, Trump reiterated his
desire to secure Greenland, emphasizing that the
United States “needsGreenland”and that Denmark
mightnotbereliable enough to protectit. Thisled
tohigh-level diplomaticengagementswith Danish
officialsbutwithoutagreement, highlightingdeep
disagreementbetween Washingtonand Copenhagen.

European Reaction: NATO, Diplomacy,
and MilitaryPresence

Denmark and Greenland have firmly rejected
U.S.proposals,underscoringthat Greenlandisnot
forsaleandreaffirmingtheirrighttoself-determina-
tionwithintheKingdomofDenmark. Greenland’s
leadership has stressed that the island’s

future must be decided by its people,
notbyexternal powers.

ing France, Germany, Norway, the
UnitedKingdom, Sweden, theNeth-
ands,and Finland havemobilized
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military planning staffand small troop rotations
under Operation ArcticEndurance,aDanish-led
initiative designed to strengthen Arctic defence
andsend aunified message of NATO solidarity.

This allied presence symbolically shows that
military cooperation in the Arcticis a collective
effort,notapreludetoterritorial claims. Yet, Trump
hasframedsuchtroopdeploymentsasobstaclesto
hisGreenlandacquisitiongoals, mischaracterizing
them as threats rather than coordinated defence
measures.

Denmarkitselfhasincreaseditsdefencefootprint
inGreenland,boostingpersonnelandparticipating
injoint exercises with NATO allies to underscore
that Greenland’sdefenceisashared responsibility
andthatisnon-negotiable.

EconomicPressureand Trade Escalation

Frustratedbythisdiplomaticresistance, Trump
escalated thedispute by imposing tariffs on Euro-
peanalliesthathavesupported Denmark’sstance.
Starting February 1,2026, the U.S. enacted a 10%
tariff on goods from Denmark, Norway, Sweden,
France, Germany, the Netherlands, the UK, and
Finland. These rates would rise to 25% by June if
Greenland’ssaleisnotagreed. Thisunprecedented
economicpressureonNATOpartnershaswidened
thediplomaticriftanddrawn condemnation from
Europeanleaders.

European Union leadersand NATO officials
have responded sharply, calling the tariff strategy
unacceptableandriskingseriousharmtotransat-
lanticrelations.

Russiahasalsocommentedontheissue,describ-
ing Denmark’s control of Greenland as aleftover
of colonial rule while saying it has no plans to get
involved. However,someanalystsbelievethesestate-
mentsare meantto create division within NATO.

Historicaland Legal Barriers

Legally, Greenland is nota sovereign state .It
isanautonomousterritory within Denmark. Any
transfer of sovereignty would require the consent
ofboth Denmark and Greenland’s government,
something Greenland’s leaders have repeatedly

saidwillnothappen.

The 1951 defenceagreementbetween Denmark
andthe United Statesstillallows U.S. militaryaccess,
but it does not grant ownership or control rights
whichisakeylegal distinction.

ArcticSecurityand Geopolitics

TheGreenlandissuehaselevated Arcticsecurity
toanunprecedentedlevel of strategic competition,
reframingtheregionasazoneofpotential conflict
ratherthancooperativeengagement. Manyanalysts
nowwarn thatthisdispute could triggerabroader
fracturing within NATO.

AsofJanuary2026,thereisnonegotiated path
forwardfor Greenland’stransfertothe United States.
Denmark, Greenlandand Europeanallieshavecon-
sistentlyreaffirmedtheiroppositiontoanyforced
acquisition. Diplomaticchannelsremainopen,but
theaggressiveand economiccoerciontacticshave
strained relations, making compromise difficult.

Role of Greenlanders

ThepeopleofGreenlandthemselveshavevoiced
opposition to being sold to any external power.
Opinionsurveyshaveconsistentlyshownresistance
tojoining the U.S., and local leaders emphasize
thatanydiscussionaboutsovereigntymustinvolve
Greenlandersdirectly.

Continued Strategic Rivalries

Beyondthisbilateraldispute, Arcticcompetition
involvesRussiaand Chinaaswell. Eventhoughthey
arenotofficiallyclaiming Greenland,both countries
remainactivein Arcticdiplomacyandtrade,which
addstosecurity concernsin theregion.

What This Means for the Future

The Greenland issueillustrates how historical
strategic interests, modern geopolitical rivalries
and international law and alliances intersect in
complexways. Whatbeganaslongstanding Amer-
icaninterestdatingbackto post-World WarIThas
erupted into a diplomatic crisis involving tariffs,
troop deployments, and sharp public statements.
Denmark, Greenland,and theirNATQallieshave
stoodfirmagainstrelinquishingsovereignty, while
theUnited StatesunderPresident Trumphasdoubled
downondemandsforcontrol, framing Greenland
asindispensable tonational security.

The future of Greenland’s status remains un-
certain. Theongoingdiplomaticengagement,legal
protections tied to sovereignty and international
resistanceallsuggestthatapeaceful, negotiatedres-
olutionisthemostlikelyoutcome, thoughtensions
may continuetorise before thatreality.
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