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When Missiles Replace Diplomacy:

By Vijayalakshmi Veeraiyan, Finland

Whenapowerful nation’smilitarybasesareat-
tacked directly, the world must pay attention. The
recentconfrontationbetweenthe United Statesand
Iranisnotjustanother headline from the Middle
East.Itisadangerousturning point. Missileshave
replaceddiplomacy,along-standingleaderhasbeen
killedandtheriskofawiderwarisreal. Whatweare
witnessingisnotjustaregionalclash,butamoment
thatcouldreshapeglobalpoliticsandaffecteveryday
lives,includinghereinIndia.

WhatExactly Has Happened So Far?

The crisis escalated in late February 2026. The
UnitedStates,alongwithIsrael,launchedlarge-scale
airandmissilestrikesinsideIran. Thetargetsincluded
military bases, weapons facilities and command
centers. According to American officials, the goal
wastoweakenIran'smilitarystrengthandstopwhat
theydescribedasagrowingthreat.

The most dramatic event during these strikes
wasthekillingofIran’s Supreme Leader, Ayatollah
AliKhamenei. He had been Iran’s most powerful
figure for nearly 40 years. His death was not just
symbolic. Itremoved the central authority of the
Iranian political system. InIran,hewasmorethan
apresidentor prime minister. Hewas the ultimate
decision-maker.

Hiskillingshockedtheregion.Irandeclared na-
tionalmourning. Crowdsgatheredinthestreets. The
emotionalimpactinsidethecountrywasenormous.

Irandidnotstaysilent. Withindays, itlaunched
missilesand drones at U.S. military baseslocated
in Gulf countries such as Bahrain, Qatar, Kuwait
and the United Arab Emirates. These bases host
American forcesand are key parts of U.S. military
operationsintheregion.

This is what makes the situation historic. The

The death of Ayatollah Khamenei could have
long-term consequences.

HewasthebackboneofIranspolitical system. For
decades,heshapedIran’sforeignpolicy,especially
towardthe United StatesandIsrael. Withhissudden
killingin aforeign strike, Iran faces uncertainty.

Whenalong-standingleaderiskilledbyexternal
forces, emotions take control. National pride, an-
gerand callsforrevenge growstronger.Itbecomes
politically difficultforleaders to step backand ne-
gotiate. Instead, they may feel pressure torespond
moreaggressively.

Thereisalsotheissueofinternalstability. Power
strugglesinsideIranarepossibleasdifferentgroups
trytoinfluencethefuturedirectionofthecountry.
Thisuncertainty makes the region more unstable,
notless.

Thekillingofanation'stopleaderthroughmilitary
strikesmayweaken thatcountrytemporarily, butit
also creates deep anger and long-lasting hostility.
Itdoesnotautomatically bring peace.

A RareandRiskyEscalation

Oneofthe mostseriousaspects of this conflict
isIran’sdirectattackon U.S. militarybases.
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TheUnited Statesisaglobalsuperpowerwithun-
matchedmilitaryreach. Foryears, tensionsbetween
theU.S.andIranexisted throughsanctions, proxy
conflictsand politicalthreats. Butdirectmissileand
dronestrikeson Americanbases crossanewline.

Thiskind ofescalationisrisky forboth sides. If
more American personnelarekilled, the U.S. may
respond with even stronger force. That could pull
more countriesinto the conflict. Gulfnations that
host U.S. basesarealreadyin a difficult position.
Theymaynotwantwar, buttheirterritoryisbeing
usedinit.

Thissetsaworryingexample.Ifpowerfulnations
beginattackingeachother’smilitaryfacilitiesopenly,
therulesofglobalrestraintweaken.

How This Affects the World and India

This conflictis not faraway fromus. Itsimpact
canreachIndia.

First, oilprices. The Straitof Hormuz,anarrow
searoutein the Gulf, carriesalarge portion of the
world’soilsupply. If conflictdisruptsthisroute, oil
prices rise quickly. India imports much of its oil
fromtheMiddleEast. Higher oil pricesmeanhigher
petrolanddiesel prices. Thisaffectstransport,food
pricesand overallinflation.

Second, Indian workers in the Gulf. Millions
ofIndiansliveand workin countrieslikethe UAE,
Qatarand Kuwait. Ifthe conflict spreads or inten-
sifies, their safetyandjobs could beatrisk.

Third, tradeandshipping. Ifshipsavoid the Gulf
region due to security threats, global trade slows
down.Indiaseconomywhichdependsonimports
andexportscouldalso feel the pressure.

Diplomatically,Indiafacesabalancingact.India
has strong strategic ties with the United States. At
thesametime, ithasenergyandregionalinterests
connected to Iran. In such a tense environment,
Indiamustcarefullysupportpeacewhileprotecting
itsnationalinterests.

ADangerous Path Forward

Inmyview, thisconflictrepresentsadangerous
shiftin global politics.

Iran’s direct attack on U.S. military basesisa
bold and risky move that challenges the existing
balance of power. At the same time, the killing of
Iran’slong-standingleader adds emotionand un-
predictabilitytothesituation. Whenprideandanger
mixwithmilitarypower, theresultscanbeexplosive.

Everycountryhastherighttodefenditself. But
when defense turns into continuous retaliation,
ordinary people suffer. Civilians lose their lives.
Economies weaken. Fear spreads. War is easier to
startthan to stop.

The world has already seen long and painful
conflictsintheMiddleEast. Anotherprolongedcon-
frontationwouldnotonlyharmIranandthe United
States. It would affect global markets, diplomacy
anddailylifein countriesfaraway, includingIndia.

The coming weeks will show whether leaders
chooseescalationordialogue. Forthesakeofglobal
stability, onehopesthatdiplomacyreturnsbefore
thecycleofattackandretaliationbecomesimpos-
sible to control.

Becauseintoday’sinterconnectedworld, when
missilesflyintheGulf, theirimpactisfelteverywhere.
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Insidethe WarThat
(hanged Iran Forever

By AV

Historical Background

HostilitybetweenIranandthe United Statesdates
backto1979,whenthelranian Revolutionreplaceda
Western backed monarchywithanIslamic Republic
openlycritical of U.S.influence. Sincethen, mistrust
hasshapedrelationsbetween Tehranand Washington.
Disputesoversanctions, regionalinfluence, military
presence in the Middle East, and accusations of in-
terference haverepeatedly undermined attempts at
diplomacy. Over time, the disagreement deepened
intoastrategicrivalrythatinfluenced conflictsacross
theregion. Israel'stensionswithIrandevelopedalong
adifferentbutequallyseriouspath.

IsraelileadershavelongviewedIran’snuclearam-
bitionsand missileprogramsasadirectsecuritythreat.
Foryears,Israeliofficialswarned theymightresortto
militaryactioniftheybelieved Iranwasapproaching
the capability to build nuclear weapons. Diplomatic
effortstolimitIran’snuclearactivityperiodicallyshowed
promisebutultimatelyfaltered, oftenoververification
rules,sanctionsrelief,ordisagreementsaboutmissile
development. By early 2026, negotiations had again
stalled,leaving the dispute unresolved.

Introduction

The confrontation now unfoldingaround Iran has
quicklybecome one ofthe most serious geopoliti-
calcrisesinrecentdecades. Whathadlongexisted
astensionandindirect confrontation between
Iran, the United States, and Israel has, in recent
weeks, turned into open military conflict, targeted
strikes, retaliatoryattacks,and widespread inter-
nationalalarm. Thereportedkilling of Iran’s Su-
preme Leader during the first wave ofattacks has
furtherintensified uncertainty,leaving observers
around the world watching closely to see whether
thesituation stabilizes or spiralsintoa wider war.
Tounderstand how eventsreached this point,itis
necessaryto examine the historical rivalry, recent
military developments, internal pressures within
Iran,and the wider global implications.

Domestic Pressures InsideIran

The external confrontation has coincided with
internalstrainwithinIran. Economicchallenges,in-
flation,and political dissatisfactionsparked protestsin
several citiestoward theend 0f2025. Demonstrations
grewinsizeandintensity, reflectingfrustrationamong
segmentsofthepopulation. Securityforcesresponded
forcefullyinsomeareas,andreportsdescribed deadly
crackdowns during January 2026. Communication
blackoutsandrestrictionsoninternetaccesswerealso
imposed, limiting information flow both within the
countryandto the outside world.

Such domestic unrest did not directly cause the
international conflict,butitcreatedanatmosphereof
instability. Governmentsfacinginternal dissentsome-
timesadoptstronger external postures,andanalysts
notethatinternal pressurescanshapedecisionmaking
duringcrises. ByFebruary2026,Iranwasconfronting
both domestic tension and mounting international
suspicionregardingitsnuclear program.

TheImmediate Trigger

The situation shifted dramatically when intelli-
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genceassessments concluded that Iran had signifi-
cantlyadvanced its uranium enrichment activities.
Accordingtoofficialsinvolvedinmonitoringnuclear
proliferation, the progresssuggested the possibilityof
weaponsgradecapabilityifleftunchecked.Inresponse,
the United States and Israel launched coordinated
strikes on February 28,2026, targeting nuclear re-
lated facilities and military installations in multiple
locations. Theoperationinvolvedadvancedaircraft,
long range missiles, and precision guided weapons.
Strategicsitesassociated withenrichment, research,
andcommandstructureswerereportedlyhitduringthe
openingphase. Supportersoftheactionarguedthatit
wasapreventivemeasureintended tostopapotential
nuclearthreatbeforeitmaterialized. Critics,however,
warned that such strikes risked igniting exactly the
kind of regional war they were meant to prevent.

Leadership Decapitation Strike

Oneofthemostconsequential developmentsoc-
curred during the initial attacks: the death of Iran’s
Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. Reports
indicate thathe waskilled in a targeted strike on a
leadershipcompoundin Tehran. Confirmation ofhis
death came shortly afterward, sending shock waves
through Iran’s political system and across the inter-
national community.

AsSupremeLeader,Khameneihad occupiedthe
highestauthorityinIranfordecades. Hisrolecombined
religious influence with ultimate control over state
institutions,includingthemilitaryandjudiciary. The
removalofsuchacentralfigureishistoricallyrareand
carriesunpredictableconsequences. Politicalanalysts
warnthatitcouldweakentheexistingpowerstructure,
whileothersargueitmightconsolidateauthorityamong
hardline factions determined to respond forcefully.

Continuing Military Operations

Theinitial strikes did notend the fighting. Addi-
tionalattackswerereported on publicinfrastructure
and military targets with several reported civilian
casualties. Officialsindicated thatoperationswould
continueaslongastheydeemednecessarytoeliminate
threats. Iranrespondedbylaunchingmissilestoward
Israeliterritoryandtargetingfacilitiesassociated with
U.S.forcesinpartsofthe Gulfregion. Explosionswere
reportedinseveralgulfcitieshosting foreign military
installations, highlightingthe conflictswideninggeo-
graphicscope. Theseexchangesdemonstratethatthe
confrontationisnolongerlimited toasinglestrikeor
retaliation. Instead,ithastakenonthecharacteristicsof

anongoingmilitarycampaign,withbothsidessignaling
readiness to continue if provoked. The possibility of
miscalculation or unintended escalation remains a
majorconcernfordiplomatsanddefenseanalystsalike.

International Reaction

Global responses have ranged from support to
alarm. Some governments emphasized Israel’s right
to defend itself, while others urged restraint and
warned against escalation. International organiza-
tionscalledforimmediatedeescalation, stressingthe
risksofcivilian casualtiesandregional destabilization.
Demonstrationshavetakenplaceinseveral countries,
reflecting how the conflict resonates far beyond the
immediatebattlefield. Financialmarketsand energy
sectorsreacted quickly to the news. Investors often
respond to geopolitical instability by shifting assets,
and the outbreak of hostilities in aregion central to
global energy supply triggered volatility. The longer
the conflict continues, the greater the likelihood of
broader economic consequences.

Prospectsfor Regime Change

Thedeathofalongservingleaderinevitablyraises
questions about succession. Iran’s political system
includes mechanisms for selecting a new Supreme
Leader, butthe process canbe complex, particularly
duringwartime. Differentfactionswithinthepolitical
andreligiousestablishmentmaycompeteforinfluence,
andtheoutcomeisuncertain.Someobserversspeculate
thatprolongedinstabilitycouldleadtosignificantpo-
litical transformation, while othersexpectcontinuity
underanewleaderdrawnfromtheexistinghierarchy.
Itisimportant to note that the fall of a single leader
does notautomatically mean the collapse of a state.
Iranretainsestablishedinstitutions,armedforces,and
administrative structures. Nevertheless, leadership
transitionsduringconflictareinherentlydelicateand
canaffectbothdomesticpolicyandforeignrelations.

Straitof Hormuz &it’s Strategic Impor-
tance

Among the most closely watched factors in the
crisisistheStraitofHormuz,anarrowwaterwaylink-
ingthe Persian Gulfto the open ocean. A substantial
portion of the world’s oil shipments passes through
this route each day. Because of its strategic position,
any disruption there would have immediate global
repercussions.

Iranhaspreviouslyindicated thatitcouldrestrict
trafficthroughthestraitifconfronted militarily. Even
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thethreatofsuchactioncaninfluenceenergy prices,
insuranceratesforshipping,andinternational trade
calculations. A fullclosure, whichisverylikely,would
causesharpincreasesinoilprices,strainsupplychains,
and place pressure on economies dependent onim-
ported fuel. For this reason, many governments are
monitoringnavalmovementsintheregionasclosely
astheyarewatchingeventsonland.

Broader Economicand Security Impli-
cations

Beyondenergymarkets,theconflictcarrieswider
risks.Regionalalliancescould drawadditionalcountries
intotheconfrontation, especiallynowthattheattacks
have extendbeyondregional targets. Armed groups
aligned with Iran in various parts of the Middle East
mightalsobecomeinvolved,openingnewfrontsand
complicating effortsto contain hostilities.

Thereisalsoconcernaboutnuclear proliferation.
If nuclear facilities are damaged but not destroyed,
orifIran concludes that deterrenceis necessary for
survival, it could accelerate efforts to develop weap-
ons capability. Suchascenariowouldlikelyintensify
internationaltensionsand could promptneighboring
statestoreconsider their own defense strategies.

Humanitarian considerationsareequallysignif-
icant. Military strikes on infrastructure can disrupt
electricity, water supply, and medical services. Even
when attacks are aimed at strategic targets, civilians
oftenbeardirectconsequences. Relieforganizations
havealreadybegunpreparingforpotentialdisplacement
andrefugee flowsasthe conflictintensifies.

MilitaryBalance

The forces involved in the confrontation differ
greatlyinstructureand capability. The United States
andIsraelpossessadvancedtechnology;stealthaircratt,
andextensivesurveillancenetworks, givingthemad-
vantagesin precisionandintelligence.Iran,however,
hasinvested heavily in missile systems, drones, and
asymmetric tactics designed to offset technological
disparities. Itsability toinfluenceregionalactorsand
disruptmaritimetrafficprovidesadditionalleverage.

Because of these contrasting strengths, analysts
beckon the need for strategic patience. Conflicts in
which one side relies on unconventional methods
canpersistevenwhen facingtechnologicallysuperior
opponents. The outcome often depends not only on
battlefield results butalso on political decisions and
international pressure.

Possible Paths Forward

Several scenarios could shape the next phase of
events. Diplomaticmediationmightleadtoaceasefire
ortemporarypause,especiallyifoutside powerspush
fornegotiations. Alternatively, retaliatorystrikescould
intensify, wideningtheconflict. A third possibilityisa
prolongedstandoffmarkedbyintermittentattacksbut
nodecisive outcome. Eachscenario carries different
implicationsforregionalstabilityand global markets.

Thecomingweeksaregoingtobeextremelytense
andcritical. Leadershipdecisions, militarycalculations,
and diplomaticinitiatives will all influence whether
tensionseaseorescalate. Historyshowsthatconflicts
sparkedbypreventivestrikescanevolveinunpredict-
ableways, makingcarefuldiplomacyneedofthehour.

Conclusion

ThepresentconfrontationwithIrandidnotemerge
suddenly;itistheresultofdecadesofmistrust, rivalry,
and unresolved disputes. Thelatest round of strikes
and counterstrikesrepresentsadramaticescalation,
transformingalongstandingstandoffintoopencon-
flict. Thereported death of Iran’s Supreme Leaderhas
addedanotherlayerofuncertainty,raising questions
aboutsuccession,stability,and futurepolicydirection.

At the same time, the crisis extends far beyond
onecountryorregion. Energyroutes,global markets,
diplomaticalliances,andsecurity calculationsareall
affected. The Straitof Hormuzaloneillustrateshowa
localized conflictcanhaveworldwide consequences.
Whetherthesituationstabilizesthroughnegotiation
orexpandsintoabroaderwarwilldependondecisions
madebyleadersinmultiplecapitalsinthedaysahead.
Fornow, theconflictremainsfluid. Developmentsare
unfolding rapidly every hour, and the international
community continues to watch with bated breath,
awarethatthestakesinvolvenotonlyregional power
balancesbutalsothewiderstabilityoftheglobalsystem.
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