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WhenthefinalmomentsofDecember31arrive,
theworld doesn’tcelebrateallatonce. Instead, the
New Yearbeginsitsjourneyonatiny Pacificisland
andthenslowly sweepsacrossoceans, mountains,
deserts,andcities, touchingeverycultureonEarth.
Noother celebrationissobeautifullysynchronized
andyetsowonderfullydiverse.

Fromsilent prayers to roaring fireworks, from
ancientritualstomodernstreetparties, thearrival
oftheNew Yearishumanity’ssharedheartbeat.It’s
amomentofreflection, renewal,and hope.

TheFirstandLastPlacesto WelcometheNew Year

The New Year officially beginsin KiritimatiIs-
land, partofthe nation of Kiribati, positioned just
' west of the International Date Line. This remote
islandbecomestheplanet’sfirstwitnesstoJanuary
1. While most of the world is still in the afternoon
of December 31, Kiritimatiis already celebrating
tomorrow.

Asthehours pass, midnight moves westward.
NewZealandfollowsthen Australia,where Sydney’s
fireworksisoftenwatchedbyoverabillionviewers
# worldwide. It transforms the harbour into a sea
of colour and light. After that Asiasoonjoinsin.
Tokyo, Hong Kong, Bangkok, and Dubai all mark
the momentwith their own dazzling traditions.

Finally, morethan 26 hourslater, the New Year
reachesitslastdestination.I's American Samoaand
theuninhabited BakerIslandinthePacificOcean.
Only after they welcome January 1 can the entire
world truly say goodbyeto the old year.

Fireworks, Faithand Festivity

Whilefireworksdominatemanymodern cele-
¢ brations,thedeepermeaningofNew Year’sremains
rooted inspiritual reflection.

InJapan,templebellsechoacrosscitiesandvillages
astheyarerung 108 times, each toll symbolizinga

Howthe World\

the New Yearn

3
)

humandesireorweaknesstobereleasedbeforethe
yearbegins. Manypeoplevisitshrinesatmidnight
toprayforhealth, success,and happiness.

InChina,although LunarNew Yearisthemajor
holiday, WesternNew Yearisincreasinglycelebrated
inmajorcitieswithlanternfestivals,dragondances,
and elaboratelight shows.

Unusual and Fascinating Traditions

Spain: Astheclock chimesatmidnight, people
eat twelve grapes, each representing luck for one
monthoftheyear. Thechallengeistofinishallgrapes
beforethe final bell rings.

Denmark: Friends and neighbours throw old
dishesateachother’sdoors. A doorstep fullofbro-
ken plates is considered a sign oflove, loyalty, and
goodfortune.

Brazil: Dressed in white for peace and purity,
millionsgatheronbeaches. Atmidnighttheyjump
seven waves, makinga wish with eachleap.

Scotland: Hogmanay features massive street
festivals, fire processions,and the tradition of first
footing - the first person to cross your threshold
after midnightbrings gifts forluck.

Philippines: Circular shapes dominate the
celebration ranging from round fruits, polka-dot
clothingtocoinsarebelieved toattractwealthand
prosperity.

Colombia: Somepeoplewalkaroundtheblock
withanemptysuitcasetoensureayearfulloftravel.

Estonia: Peopletraditionallyeatsevenmealson
New Year’s Day to gain the strength of seven men.
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Greece: Families hang an onion on their door
for growth and rebirth and cut the Vasilopita cake
withahidden coin forgoodluck.

Modern Celebrationsin Iconic Cities

New York City’s TimesSquare Ball Dropattracts
nearlyamillionspectatorsinfreezingtemperatures,
continuingatradition thatbeganin 1907.

InDubai,skyscraperslikethe BurjKhalifabecome
canvasesoflight with fireworksand synchronized
LED displays.

In Rio de Janeiro, more than two million peo-
pleflood CopacabanaBeach for an ocean of white
clothing, music,and dancing until sunrise.

In Paris, the Champs-Elysées glows withlights
andfireworks,whileLondon’s ThamesRiverbecomes
thestageforoneof Europe’smostfamousdisplays.

Whythe World Celebrates

Beyondthespectacle, New Yearrepresentshu-
manity’s most universal emotion. Itisamoment
when people forgive the past, imagine the future,
andbelievecollectivelythattomorrowcanbebetter
thanyesterday.

AsmidnightcirclestheEarth,billionsof people
pause,countdown,kiss, cheer, pray, cry,laugh,and
dream all under the same sky. For one night, the
entire world becomes one celebration.

Little-Known New Year Factsfrom Aroundthe
World

TheLongest Celebration on Earth

Becauseoftimezones, New Year’s celebrations
last over 26 hours worldwide. While people in Ki-
ritimatiarealreadyinto January 1,othersin Hawaii
arestill eatingdinneron December31.

The Oldest Known New Year Celebration

The earliest recorded New Year festival dates
back over 4,000 years to ancient Babylon, where
the new year was celebrated in March withan 11-
dayfestival known as Akitu, dedicated to renewal,
forgiveness,andrebirth.

TheFirst Fireworks Came from China

Fireworks, now the symbol of New Year’s Eve,
originated in China over 2,000 years ago, when
bamboowasthrownintofirestocreateloudbangs

Vijayalakshmi Veeraiyan, Finland

toscareaway evil spirits.
The World’s Biggest Countdown Party

TimesSquare’sNew YearcelebrationinNew York
Cityattractsnearlyonemillionpeopleinpersonand ==
morethan onebillion viewers worldwide.

The Coldestand Warmest Celebrations

In Russia, people often celebrate in sub-zero f
temperatures with snow falling as fireworkslight

the sky.

In Australia, New Year arrives in the height of §&
summer, wherebeachbarbecuesandharborswims :
arepartofthetradition. =

LuckyFoods Across Cultures

Different cultures eat specific foods for good
fortune:

o Lentilsin Italy for wealth

+Black-eyedpeasinthesouthern United States
for prosperity

«NoodlesinJapanand Chinaforlonglife
oFishinmanyEuropeancountriesforabundance

New Year’sResolutions Beganin Ancient Times

Thetraditionof makingresolutionsbegan with
theBabylonians,whopromisedtheirgodstheywould
returnborroweditemsand paydebtsinthenewyear.

The Most Common New Year’s Kiss

The midnightkisstraditionisbelieved tocome
fromancientEuropeanfolklore,symbolizingprotec-
tionfromlonelinessandsadnessinthecomingyear.

Animalsandthe New Year

In Romania, people dress as bears and dance =58
throughvillages to chaseaway evil spiritsand wel-
come goodluck forthe comingyear.

Unusual Weather Traditions

In parts of Ireland, people bang bread against o
their doorsand walls to scare away bad spiritsand &
hunger from thehome.

OneNight, One Planet

Atany given second during New Year’s Eve,
somewhere on Earth peopleare countingdown.

gareurf 2026



The Epstein Files:

Power, Proximity and the Paper
Trail That Won't Disappear

By AV

Jeffrey Epstein cultivated mystery as care-
fully as he cultivated wealth. To some, he was
an eccentric financier with elite connections;
to others, a man whose private life raised per-
sistent alarms. By the time federal agents ar-
rested Jeffrey Epstein in July 2019 on charges of
sex trafficking minors, he had already become
a symbol of something larger than one individual crime:
the suspicion that extreme wealth and social power can
bend justice itself.

His death in a Manhattan jail cell, weeks later abrupt-
ly ended the criminal case. However, it did not end the
story. Instead, it shifted the focus to documents: flight
logs, contact books, seized electronics, court exhibits,
sealed depositions, and discovery files. Together, these
records — now commonly referred to as the Epstein files
— form a fragmented but troubling archive of how abuse,
influence, and silence can coexist at the highest levels of
society.

A scandal years in the making

Long before Epstein’s 2019 arrest, allegations against
him had circulated quietly. In the early 2000s, police in-
vestigations in Florida documented accusations from

underage girls who said they were recruit-
ed, groomed, and abused at his Palm Beach
mansion. Yet, in 2008, the paedophile re-
ceived a controversial plea deal that allowed
him to serve a short jail sentence with gen-
erous work release, avoiding federal prose-
cution.

That deal, which is now widely condemned, became
a case study in prosecutorial discretion gone wrong. It
shielded Epstein from broader scrutiny and, crucially,
insulated potential accomplices from investigation. For
survivors, it sent a devastating message that even credible
testimony could be nullified when wealth and connec-
tions are involved.

When Epstein was arrested again more than a decade
later, the stakes were enormous. Federal prosecutors sig-
naled that this case would be different. Broader in scope,
deeper in accountability. That promise, however, died
with Epstein.

What exactly are “the Epstein files™?

The phrase does not refer to a single document dump
or a neatly organized archive. Instead, it encompasses
multiple categories of material gathered across years of
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in\jes'tigati'ons and lawsuits:

« Flight logs to his island from Epstein’s private air-
craft

o Contact lists and appointment books seized from
his properties

« Digital evidence recovered from computers and
storage devices

« Depositions and exhibits from civil lawsuits

o Grand jury materials from federal and state inves-
tigations

« Evidence introduced during the prosecution of Jef-
frey’s accomplice, Ghislaine Maxwell

While some of this material has been released
through court orders, much remains sealed or heavily
redacted. What has emerged publicly paints a picture not
just of Epstein’s movements, but of his social ecosystem
- one that included politicians, billionaires, royalty, aca-
demics, and celebrities.

Names, proximity, and the problem of implication

Few aspects of the Epstein files have drawn more
attention than the appearance of famous names. Flight
logs, photographs, and testimony have confirmed that
Epstein socialized widely among the global elite.

However, association alone cannot be a proof of guilt.
Amongst the most scrutinized figures is Donald Trump.
Trump and Epstein were publicly acquainted in the 1990s
and early 2000s, appearing at the same social events in
Palm Beach and New York. Trump once described Ep-
stein as a “terrific guy” in a magazine profile, a remark,
he later distanced himself from. Trump’s name appears
in some Epstein-related materials, largely as part of social
context.

Importantly, no court filing or criminal charge has
accused Trump of participating in Epsteins trafficking
operation. Federal investigators have stated that the re-
leased records do not establish new evidence of criminal
conduct by Trump or most others named in the files. Yet
the public reaction illustrates a deeper issue: when elite
circles overlap with criminal behavior, even innocent as-
sociations become suspect.

The “client list”

One persistent claim surrounding the Epstein files is
the existence of a secret “client list” - a ledger proving a
vast conspiracy of powerful men who purchased access
to minors. Despite repeated investigations, the Depart-
ment of Justice and FBI have said no such definitive list
has been found. This absence has fueled mistrust.

To some, it confirms a cover-up; to others, it un-

derscores how crimes like Epstein’s are structured to
be informal, private, and intentionally undocumented.
Abuse did not require invoices or contracts; it relied on
discretion, intimidation, and the assumption that victims
would not be believed. The files show patterns. Recurring
locations, consistent recruitment methods, and a small
inner circle that enabled access. That may be less satis-
fying than smoking gun. But, it is often how real-world
exploitation operates.

Transparency versus harm

The push to unseal Epstein-related records has placed
courts in an uncomfortable position. On one hand, trans-
parency is essential for public trust and accountability.
On the other, reckless disclosure risks retraumatizing
survivors, exposing private individuals, and contaminat-
ing legitimate investigations. Judges have repeatedly em-
phasized that redaction is not protection for the power-
ful, but for victims. Still, delayed releases and blacked-out
pages have contributed to public cynicism.

In an era already skeptical of institutions, the Epstein
files became a Rorschach test for beliefs about power and
justice. What the files ultimately tell us After years of re-
porting, litigation, and partial disclosure, the Epstein files
have clarified several truths:

« Epstein’s abuse was systematic and long-standing

o It was enabled by money, mobility, and social le-
gitimacy

« Institutions failed victims repeatedly through delay,
deference, and plea bargaining

« High-profile associations create moral suspicion,
even when legal guilt is unproven

What they have not delivered is universal closure.
Many survivors still seek acknowledgment. Many ques-
tions about enablers remain unresolved. And many
Americans remain convinced that justice stopped where
influence began.

A conclusion that lingers

The Epstein files are unsettling. Not because they re-
veal a single monstrous figure, but, because they expose
how easily monstrosity can hide in plain sight when sur-
rounded by prestige and privilege. They challenge the
comforting belief that crimes of this magnitude must
leave obvious trails, or that power inevitably attracts
scrutiny. If the files provoke anger, that anger should be
directed not only at the Epstein, but at the systems that
enabled and allowed him to operate for decades.

Transparency must be paired with thoroughness. Ac-
countability must extend beyond those who can be easily
prosecuted. Mainly, survivors must never again be treat-
ed as collateral damage in the preservation of reputation.
The files may not even tell us everything. But they ask an
unavoidable question: how many crimes go unchallenged
because the people involved are too important to offend?
That question, unlike the criminal himself, remains very
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Electoral rolls are fundamental to a healthy democracy,
ensuring that every eligible citizen can exercise the right to
vote. To make the rolls more accurate and transparent, the
Election Commission of India (ECI) introduced the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR). In Tamil Nadu, this exercise
is being implemented during the tenure of the DMK-led
state government, drawing widespread attention from citi-
zens, administrators, and political parties. The initiative has
sparked discussions because of its scale, timing, and the im-
pact it may have on voter inclusion.

What is SIR? The Special Intensive Revision (SIR) is a

detailed, large-scale verification of electoral rolls undertaken
by the ECI. It involves door-to-door visits by Booth Level Of-
ficers (BLOs) to collect updated voter information and cross-
check existing records. The process identifies discrepancies
such as duplicate entries, deceased voters, or voters who have
shifted. It also ensures new eligible voters are added correctly.
SIR strengthens the transparency and accuracy of the voter
- database.
SIR was introduced by the Election Commission of India
| as an advanced form of electoral roll revision. While routine
revisions happen annually, SIR is more rigorous, data-heavy,
and involves physical verification to eliminate large-scale in-
accuracies. It is not introduced by any state government, but
its implementation timeline varies across states as directed
by the ECL

Objectives of the SIR Survey

« To conduct thorough verification and update of voter
details.

« To remove ineligible entries such as deceased or dupli-
cate voters.

« To add new voters, especially those turning 18.

« To collect additional demographic details for database
accuracy.

« To strengthen electoral transparency and reduce mal-
. practice risks.

Benefits of SIR

1. Cleaner and More Accurate Voter Rolls: The revision
removes outdated entries and ensures correct data, enhanc-

ing credibility during elections.
‘ 2. Greater Inclusion of Eligible Voters: Door-to-door vis-
its help identify citizens who were previously left out, partic-
ularly in low awareness areas.

3. Stronger Democratic Processes: A reliable voter list in-
creases trust and reduces chances of impersonation or bogus
voting.

4. Modernised Digital Records: Collecting updated pho-
tographs, mobile numbers, and EPIC details supports future
- digital integration.

‘ 5. Transparent Verification: Since the process is moni-
tored and data-driven, it adds accountability and reduces
manipulation.

Drawbacks of SIR

1. Low Public Awareness: Many people are unsure why
the forms are being collected, leading to confusion and hes-
itation.

Risk of Genuine

Voters: Being Left Out Marginalised

34 ) mBm

Democracy Under Verification:
The STR Exercisein Tamil Nadu Explained’

communities, elderly individuals, and migrants may fail to
submit forms, leading to unintended deletion.

3. High Workload on Field Staff: Teachers, anganwadi
staff, and BLOs face heavy workloads, impacting their pri-
mary duties.

4. Inconsistencies in Implementation: In some places
BLOs visit homes, while in others citizens must submit forms
at camps, causing irregularities.

5. Concerns About Data: Privacy Public concern exists
over how the additional personal information will be stored
and secured.

Political and Public Concerns in Tamil Nadu

As the SIR process is being conducted during the DMK
government’s period, it has become a topic of political de-
bate. Some opposition parties have raised concerns that the
large-scale revision, especially close to upcoming elections,
could affect certain voter groups if errors occur. The state
government, on the other hand, has assured full cooperation
with the ECI to ensure no eligible voter is removed. These
discussions reflect the need for transparency and consistent
monitoring during the implementation phase.

What Can Be Done Further?

1. More Awareness Drives Clear, multilingual campaigns
can help citizens understand why SIR is important and how
to fill the forms correctly.

2. User-Friendly Form Design: Simplifying instructions
and making forms easier to understand can reduce errors.

3. Strengthening Digital Submission Options: Allowing
people to verify and submit details online would increase
convenience and accuracy.

4. More Training for BLOs: Better training, digital tools,
and support teams would help field workers manage the
workload efficiently.

5. Safeguards Against Wrong Deletion: Strong cross-ver-
ification should ensure that no eligible voter is removed due
to minor mistakes or missed submissions.

6. Improved Grievance Redressal: Helplines, verification
counters, and correction camps can help citizens rectify er-
rors quickly.

Final thoughts

The Election Commission has released the draft electoral
roll for Tamil Nadu, and the final stage of revision work is
currently underway. This opportunity has been provided for
those whose names have been left out and for people seeking
corrections such as change of address. After these activities,
which will take place for one month until January 18, the
complete electoral roll will be published.

The Special Intensive Revision (SIR) is an important step
toward creating a more accurate and trustworthy electoral
roll. While it is being implemented in Tamil Nadu under the
DMK led government, the initiative itself belongs to the Elec-
tion Commission of India. Its success depends on effective
communication, proper training, and ensuring citizens feel
confident and informed. If implemented carefully, SIR can
significantly strengthen the democratic process by ensuring
that every eligible voice is counted - and counted correctly.
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Dr. Ganesh Homeo Clinic

Clinic for Advanced Homeopathy

MULTI-SPECIALITY
HOMEOPATHIC CLINIC

+ CARING & EXPERIENCED
HOMEODOPATHIC PRACTITIONER

« HIGH-QUALITY, INTERMATIOMAL
MEDICINES

= COMPREHENMSIVE, COMPASSIONATE CARE

() 9894 999 243
B CALL NOW 1B

Dr. Ganesh Lakshmanan, BHMS, MDLARM), PhD [Homeopathy),

has ower 20 years of clinical experience in homeopathic practice,

His clinical appraach integrates classical hormesopathy with structured case evaluation
and modern clinical understanding,

Do approach emphiasizes dentifying health patterns unigue o each patient and
supporting through safe and long-term wellness-focused hormeopathic medicines
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Diabetes Skin Women's Health Asthma & Joint & Spine
& Thyroid Disorders Allergy Disorders

= G &8 &&

Joint & Spine  Digestive Child & Lifestyde- Child & Lifestyle-
rs Disorders Allergy related Conditions

Dr. Ganesh Lalkshmanan #3A, Taramani Link Road, Bharathi
BHMS, MD [(A.M), PhD Mear Arun Hospital, Taramani - 600113
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